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Attendees/trainees should not construe any of the 
discussion or content of the session as insider 

information about the American Board of Radiology 
or its examinations. 

 



• Imaging Physics Curricula 
Subcommittee (RRPSR) 
– Publish current syllabi of 

the medical physics 
curriculum recommended 
by AAPM for Diagnostic 
Radiology Residents and 
Cardiology Fellows 



• 2006 AAPM Forum on Physics Education 

• 2007 RSNA multi-organizational follow-up 

• 2007 Curriculum (Chair: Dr. Phil Heintz) 

• 2013 Questions & Answers (Chair: Dr. Kalpana Kanal) 

• 2015 Updated Curriculum (Chair: Dr. Kalpana Kanal) 

• 2016 Updated Questions and Answers (Chair: Dr. 
William F. Sensakovic) 



• Principal attributes of a radiologist 

– Clinical acumen 

– Mastery of technology 

– Dedication to safety and quality  



• Includes topics that: 
– Each physician should 

know to be considered 
competent 

– Meet regulations 

– Pass specialty boards  

• Supplemented with 
Q&A  

• Updated on a 2-3 year 
cycle 

 









Detail level does not equate to importance 





• Included 

– Dual energy 

– Tomosynthesis 

• Removed 

– Film 

• Style 

– Streamlined 

– Clinically based 

– Image questions 



Derived from “Preparing for Medical Physics Components of the ABR Core Examination” 

Artifacts 
10% 

Safety 
20% 

Underlying 
Principles 

30% 

Effective 
Use 
40% 

• Future directions 

– Modality module structure 

– Rules of thumb 
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Curriculum can be accessed from the AAPM website 

 

https://www.aapm.org/education/ERG/DIARAD/ 
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