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GOING BACK 
TO 2002

Donald Frey, http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf

http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf
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ISSUES FOR 
CERTIFICATION

Largely non-standardized didactic 
education

Largely non-standardized clinical 
education

Many candidates had gaps either in 
their cognitive or clinical expertise

Donald Frey, http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf

J Prisciandaro , https://www.aapm.org/education/VL/vl.asp?id=12050

STEPS TO 
IMPROVE THE 
PROCESS

In 2002 the ABR announced that beginning in 2012 a CAMPEP 
education would be required to sit for the ABR board

Discussion within the MP community developed the concept 
of the importance of residencies

In 2007 the AAPM Board voted to recommend a residency as 
the appropriate pathway into MP

Following the guidance of the community the board 
announced that beginning in 2014 a residency would be 
required

http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf
https://www.aapm.org/education/VL/vl.asp?id=12050
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J Prisciandaro , https://www.aapm.org/education/VL/vl.asp?id=12050

2012/2014 
INITIATIVE 

In 2002,the ABR announced that a CAMPEP 
education would be required to sit for ABR 
board beginning 2012

Based on recommendations from the AAPM 
Board, in 2007 the ABR announced that 
beginning in 2014 a medical physics residency 
would be required to sit for the ABR board. 

https://www.aapm.org/education/VL/vl.asp?id=12050
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PART 1 -
CURRENT 
REQUIREMENT

Donald Frey, http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf

For New Applications Received after 2012
• Applicants for Part 1 and the Clinical Exam 

must be enrolled in one of the following 
CAMPEP Accredited Programs:
• Graduate Education Program
• Certificate Program (DMP)
• Residency

• The candidate must be in good standing 
and the enrollment must be attested to by 
the program director

PART 2 -
CURRENT 
REQUIREMENT

Donald Frey, http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf

For New Applications Received for 2014 
• Applicants for Part 2 must have completed 

a CAMPEP approved residency by August 
31 of the year of the exam.

• If the applicant has completed their 
residency more than 1 year previously they 
must be employed as a medical physicist.

• The candidate must be in good standing 
and the enrollment must be attested to 
by the program director 

http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf
http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf
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PART 3 (ORAL) –
LONG STANDING 
REQUIREMENT

Donald Frey, http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf

For New Applications Received for 
2014 

• Applicants for Part 3 must have 
passed Part 2.

http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf
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MEDICAL PHYSICS WORK FORCE – SUPPLY & DEMAND

¡ Mills paper & SUNY study (2009) both in agreed demand was projected to  increase 
158 in 2010 to 190+ by 2030. A shortage of 20 -140 new physicist annually

¡ As of Feb. 2013 with ~ 60 CAMPEP-residency programs (84 positions) there was a 
shortage of 96  new positions annually requiring an additional 68 new residency 
programs (1.4 residency positions / program)

B. Parker et al. J. of Appl. Clinc. Med. Phys, Vol 15 (2), 2014 

IMPACT OF 2012/2014 INITIATIVE
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INCREASE IN 
CANDIDATES

Donald Frey, http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf

MATCH 
PROGRAM

https://natmatch.com/medphys/statistics.html

http://www.seaapm.org/meetings/2014/Frey.pdf
https://natmatch.com/medphys/statistics.html
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MATCH 
PROGRAM

https://natmatch.com/medphys/statistics.html

MATCH 
PROGRAM

https://natmatch.com/medphys/statistics.html

https://natmatch.com/medphys/statistics.html
https://natmatch.com/medphys/statistics.html
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J Prisciandaro , https://www.aapm.org/education/VL/vl.asp?id=12050

EXPECTED 
UPDATES/
DISCUSSION 
RESIDENCY 
TRAINING

Task Group 249 on the Essentials and Guidelines 
for Clinical Medical Physics Residency Training 
Programs was published in 2013 
• Detailed lists of competencies 
• Sample templates rotation objectives 

The Work Group on Periodic Review of Medical 
Physics Residency Training has initiated discussion 
on the next revision 

What is missing or needs updating? 

ALTERNATE 
PATHWAYS
TG 278 (HYBRID TRAINING)

https://www.aapm.org/education/VL/vl.asp?id=12050
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ALTERNATE 
PATHWAYS
TG 298 (CANDIDATE 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING )
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ABR PASS RATES FOR MEDICAL PHYSICS

RADIATION ONCOLOGY ORAL EXAM PASS RATE
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HOW DOES 
ONE 
MEASURE 
QUALITY?
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THOUGHTS

¡ The mandate of the 2012/2014 initiative was too have better prepared candidates to certify

¡ The certification process seems to have changed and impacted the pass rates

¡ Are were really getting better quality QMPs? What role does MOC play for this newer generation that does (not) 
apply to the pre – 2012/2014 population? 


