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Per Halvorsen

2022 Annual Meeting, Professional Symposium

UNDERSTANDING OUR ROLE
TO BETTER SERVE THE PROFESSION

“How you understand your role 
in the workplace directly 
informs how you act”
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My collaboration with George:

• Professional Council

• Ethics

• Board of Directors

• And many unstructured explorations of life, medical physics 
and professionalism

The profession

• What defines a profession?

• What is each individual’s responsibility in this regard?

• What is a professional society’s role and responsibility?
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Board of Directors

• Responsibility and role

• “Process matters”

• Having the courage to disagree

Professional Council
• The contrarian (aka thorn in my side)

• Standards of practice defined by medical physicists

• Communicating what matters
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Ethics
• Yes, the Code of Ethics (twice) – but so much more

• Duty to the patient

• Professional comportment and respect for others*
*recognizing that “healthy confrontations” were often perceived 
as disrespectful by others

Quotes

“If you never disagree, then they didn’t need you.”

“Professional comportment: Professional is as professional does.”

“You are empowered to cause great harm.”

“Underlying all of this is people.”


