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Background 

Ø Diagnostic and NM Physicist at Boston 
Children’s Hospital 

Ø CAMPEP Residency Henry Ford Health 
System (Completed 2010) 

Ø Passed ABR Diagnostic Med Phys (2011) 

Ø Passed ABR Nuclear Med Phys (2015)  
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Outline 

Ø Requirements for Initial and Additional 
certification 

Ø Focus of Part 2 and Part 3 

Ø Part 2 – Study Material, Time Management 

Ø Part 3 (Oral) – Preparation, Exam Day 
 



ABR – Certified NM Physicists 
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NM	
  	
  
(184,	
  63%)	
  	
  

Total	
  =	
  294	
  	
  

NM	
  +	
  DX	
  	
  
(99,	
  34%)	
  	
  

NM	
  +	
  TX	
  	
  
(10,	
  3%)	
  	
  



NM Certification Since May 2010 
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Ini<al	
  	
  
(13,	
  41%)	
  	
  

Total	
  =	
  32	
  	
  

Addi<onal	
  
(19,	
  59%)	
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Ø Process for initial certification 
1.  Completed CAMPEP-accredited residency and 

passed Part 1 
2.  Obtained clinical experience in nuclear 

medicine during residency 
3.  Program director attestation of appropriate 

didactic and clinical training 
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Ø Process for additional certification 
1.  Any ABR diplomate certified in one medical 

physics specialty pay pursue certification in 
additional specialties 

2.  Cannot pursue two additional certicates 
simultaneously 

3.  Must be meeting MOC 
4.  At least one year equivalent (0.8 FTE) of 

clinical experience in additional specialty after 
previous certification 

5.  Experience attested by individual certified by 
ABR or AMBP in specialty 
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Ø Beginning 2019 
1.  Clinical experience must be prospective. 
2.  Clinical experience and supervision plans must 

be developed prior to initiation of clinical 
experience 

3.  Supervisor must be ABR-certified in specialty 

…Details to come in 2016 
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Outline 

Ø Process for additional certification 

Ø Focus of Part 2 and Part 3 

Ø Part 2 – Study Material, Time Management 

Ø Part 3 (Oral) – Preparation, Exam Day 
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Outline 

Ø Process for additional certification 

Ø Focus of Part 2 and Part 3 

Ø Part 2 – Study Material, Time Management 

Ø Part 3 (Oral) – Preparation, Exam Day 
 



Part 2 - Required Reading   
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Sample Question 
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Part 2 - Required Reading   

15 

Sec%ons	
  15-­‐21	
  
Suggested	
  Reading	
  
Appendices	
  	
  



Part 2 - Required Reading   
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Sec%ons	
  15-­‐21	
  
Suggested	
  Reading	
  
Appendices	
  	
  

Complete 
Practice 
Questions! 
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Outline 

Ø Process for additional certification 

Ø Focus of Part 2 and Part 3 

Ø Part 2 – Study Material, Time Management 

Ø Part 3 (Oral) – Preparation, Exam Day 
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Part 3 Preparation 



Part 3: 1 year out 
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Ø Practice Independently 
Ø Acceptance testing of new equipment 
Ø Physics surveys 
Ø Accreditation procedures, pass/fail criteria 
Ø Technologist QC 
Ø Radiation safety policies and procedures 



AAPM Physics Review Course 
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Acceptance Testing 
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Acceptance Testing 
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Acceptance Testing 
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Physics Surveys 



Physics Surveys 
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ACR Accreditation 
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Technologist QC 
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Radiation Safety Policies and 
Procedures 
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Part 3: 6 months out 
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Spend time with technologists! 
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Attend Resident Lectures 
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Shadow Radiologist 
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Ø Protocoling/Dosage 
Ø Patient Communication 
Ø Interpretation 



Identify areas of Weakness 
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Ø e.g. Cardiac studies in a      
   pediatric hospital  

Ø Look to other hospitals 



Part 3: 3 months out 
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Form a Study Group 
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Ø Devise schedule for required reading (e.g. 
books, TG reports, regulations) 

Ø Meet weekly and Quiz Each Other on previous 
reading 

Ø Ask difficult questions you can’t easily answer 
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Part 3: Exam Day 
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Relax! 
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Ø Examiners want you to 
succeed 

Ø Evaluating competency 
to practice independently 

Ø Do not guess 

Ø Explain reasoning 
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Thank You and Good Luck! 


