Chapter Beginnings

Early 2020s

The rapid spread of COVID-19 in early 2020 caused a major
health safety concern worldwide. The FLAAPM board decided to
hold the first ever virtual meeting in Fall 2020. Due to ongoing
health concerns, the Spring 2021 and Fall 2021 meetings were
also held virtually and resulted in record numbers of attendees.
Due to the popularity of the virtual option, and in an effort to
meet the needs of all members, the chapter is poised to hold
virtual fall meetings and and in-person spring meetings moving
forward.
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In 2001, a Fall meeting, held jointly with the Florida chapter of the Health
Physics Society, was added to the chapter's annual schedule. In 2003,
the Chapter created the Walter Mauderli award for lifetime achievement
iIn medical physics education, research, and service.

What was to become the Florida AAPM chapter began in the
early 1980s as Florida physicists met once or twice a year at
the University of Florida for Nuclear Engineering lectures
organized by Genevieve and Chuck Roessler. The lectures
had a Health Physics emphasis, with medical physics
represented by Lawrence Fitzgerald. By the mid-80s,
attendees added Farmer chamber intercomparisons to the
gathering using nearby Co-60 machines, and the meetings
began to occur at regional hospitals and medical centers. In
1987, Daljit Saini and Bill Simon from Sun Nuclear hosted a
full-day meeting at Holmes Medical Center in Melbourne,
FL, the first meeting with vendor support (six vendors for
that first meeting). By the late 1980s, the group had grown
larger, and became an official AAPM chapter in 1990. The
first formal Florida AAPM chapter meeting was held in
Tampa, FL in 1991, with Bill Huff as President and Daljit
Saini as President-Elect.

The licensing of Florida medical physicists included a requirement for 24
hours of continuing education during each two-year license cycle. Florida
chapter meetings became a cost-effective way to earn all required credits
needed for licensure. In the late 2000s, the state of Florida added
requirements for an hour each of Medical Errors and of HIV/AIDS training
for each license cycle, making the Florida chapter meeting even more
important for members. Changes in ABR board certification policies,
especially Maintenance of Certification (MOC), compelled the Chapter to | | | | | |
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